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This issue is dedicated to the memory of Professor Hideyuki Matsumura. 
Professor Matsumura was an outstanding leader in the fields of commutative 
algebra and algebraic geometry, and a great friend of many readers of this journal. He 
also loved mountain climbing, and died in a climbing accident on August 7, 1995. His 
untimely death was received with great sorrow by all of the Mathematical community. 
Professor Hideyuki Matsumura was born in Kagoshima, southern part of Japan, in 
1930. He received his Ph.D. from Kyoto University in 1958 and became Professor of 
Mathematics at Nagoya University in 1968. One of his major achievements was 
establishing the theory of excellent rings and derivations of commutative rings. His 
famous book, “Commutative Algebra” has had great influence on modern develop- 
ments of commutative ring theory. He was always active in promoting international 
exchanges. In 1991, the Journal of Pure and Applied Algebra published a special issue 
(Vol. 71, Nos. 2-3) dedicated to Matsumura’s 60th birthday. He retired from Nagoya 
University in March, 1994. 
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